
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Monday, July 26, 2021 

 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Don Lyons at 

7:00 pm. 

 

ROLL CALL— 

 

6 members present: Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin, Councilmembers Dodd, Gross, Lucas, 

Bakeman and Schuur. Also present City Manager Anderson and City Clerk Patty Patano. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – June 12, 2021 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the minutes; seconded by 

Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

QUESTIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL— 

 

Randy Gross:  The landscaping at Beckwith Park needs some landscape attention. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA)—  

None 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA)— 

None 

COMMUNICATION 

 

1. Event Request – National Night Out, August 3, 2021 

2. Event Request – Rodd an Roll, August 21, 2021 

 

Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved adoption of the above events as one motion; 

seconded by Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

 

RESOLUTIONS— 

 

1. Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Randy Gross. 

WHEREAS, the city has begun a housing initiative to continue the effort to seek 

reinvestment in residential neighborhoods; and 

WHEREAS, the property at 527 S. Front Street has been offered to the City of Dowagiac as a 

donation; and 

 



WHEREAS, the property provides the City the opportunity to further the housing initiative 

efforts to redevelop residential neighborhoods throughout the City, 

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote 

of its City Council, does hereby to authorize acceptance the donation of property located 

at 527 S. Front Street for the purpose of redevelopment and authorize the City Manager 

to be the signatory for any and all documents necessary to complete the transfer of 

property. 

 

ADOPTED 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

________________________________  _________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

2. Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved adoption of Resolutions 2 & 3; 

seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

WHEREAS, THE City Council has received and considered a report from the City’s Building 

Official relating to the following-described property and premises within the City of Dowagiac, 

County of Cass, State of Michigan: 

 

 310 E TELEGRAPH ST 

 Tax # 14-160-300-567-00 

 Described as follows:  DW 1820 COM AT NE COR LOT 67, S 36 

DEG W 92 FT ALONG NW LINE OF W RR ST N 51 ½ DEG W 44.9 FT, N ¾ DEG 

E. 46 FT TO S LINE OF TELEGRAPH ST, E 89.8 FT TO PL OF BEG. JAY W. 

MCOMBER’S ADD CITY OF DOWAGIAC. 

 

WHEREAS, IT APPEARS TO THE City Council that the condition of the property described 

above may constitute a nuisance as defined by Chapter 38; Article II, Sections 38-42, 38-42, 38-

43 and 38-45, justifying abatement by the City pursuant to the powers granted in Chapter of the 

City Charter and procedures set forth in Chapter 38 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Dowagiac; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes it is warranted in conducting a public hearing and 

investigation pursuant to such provisions of Chapter 38 of said Code for the purpose of 

ascertaining and determining for itself whether such condition of conditions exist. 

 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Dowagiac will 

conduct a public hearing and investigation on 8/2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 

Dowagiac City Hall, for the purposes and according to the procedures referred to above; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby directed to: 

 

1. Notify, by certified mail directed to the last known address, persons known to have an 

interest in the property described above and all property owners thereof according to the 

most recent City Assessor’s records, at least ten (10) days in advance of the date herein 

set for such hearing and investigation. 

2. Cause a notice to the published in the Dowagiac Daily News at least ten (10) days in 

advance of said hearing.  Then notice herein required shall include time and place of said 

hearing and legal description address of the property involved, and specify in what 

respects said property may constitute a nuisance within the meaning of Chapter 38, 

Sections 38-42, 38-42, 38-43 and 38-45. 

3. Provide for the recording of such hearings. 

 

 

WHEREAS, THE City Council has received and considered a report from the City’s Building 

Official relating to the following-described property and premises within the City of Dowagiac, 

County of Cass, State of Michigan: 

 

 404 THICKSTUN ST 

 Tax # 14-160-100-365-00 

 Described as follows:  DW 567 LOT 71 BASSETTS 

ADD CITY OF DOWAGIAC. 

 

WHEREAS, it appears to the City Council that the condition of the property described above 

may constitute a nuisance as defined by Chapter 38; Article II, Sections 38-42, 38-42, 38-43 and 

38-45, justifying abatement by the City pursuant to the powers granted in Chapter of the City 

Charter and procedures set forth in Chapter 38 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Dowagiac; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes it is warranted in conducting a public hearing and 

investigation pursuant to such provisions of Chapter 38 of said Code for the purpose of 

ascertaining and determining for itself whether such condition of conditions exist. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Dowagiac will 

conduct a public hearing and investigation on 8/2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 

Dowagiac City Hall, for the purposes and according to the procedures referred to above; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby directed to: 

 

1. Notify, by certified mail directed to the last known address, persons known to have an 

interest in the property described above and all property owners thereof according to the 

most recent City Assessor’s records, at least ten (10) days in advance of the date herein 

set for such hearing and investigation. 



2. Cause a notice to the published in the Dowagiac Daily News at least ten (10) days in 

advance of said hearing.  Then notice herein required shall include time and place of said 

hearing and legal description address of the property involved, and specify in what 

respects said property may constitute a nuisance within the meaning of Chapter 38, 

Sections 38-42, 38-42, 38-43 and 38-45. 

3. Provide for the recording of such hearings. 

 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

 

___________________________________  __________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

4. Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Danielle Lucas. 

WHEREAS, the city has begun a housing initiative to continue the effort to seek reinvestment in 

residential neighborhoods; and 

WHEREAS, the City has participated in the MSHDA MOD grant program through the Michigan 

State Housing and Development Authority; and 

WHEREAS, the single-family MSHDA MOD grant home was built at 505 Spruce Street; and 

WHEREAS, the City has begun to entertain offers on the grant home. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Manager to review and officially accept 

full price offers on the MSHDA MOD grant home at 505 Spruce Street; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute all 

documents necessary to complete the sale of the home at 505 Spruce Street. 

 

ADOPTED 

 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk     Date 

 

5. 

 



Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution;                                                 

seconded by Councilmember James Dodd 

 

 
 

       

        

       
 

       
 

   

Payroll $99,395.64  

 
  

   

Bill Sheet  $150,849.69 

 
  

    

$250,245.33 

   

         

 
 

       

        

        

  

BILLS 

 

PAYROLL 

 

TOTAL 

 

  

$150,849.69 

 

$99,395.64  

 

$250,245.33 

 

         

 
 

       

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

         

COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS— 

 

James Dodd:  Thursday’s concert and Open Header Cruise were successful and made for a great 

evening in Dowagiac. 

 

Leon Laylin:  Stopped at Schuur Park and met two women from out of town who are interested 

in parks; they indicated they loved the park.  Councilmember also told them about the new park 

coming on Riverside Drive and the Elks Dinner. 

 

WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to approve the following 

invoices and payroll. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 
  
Ayes:  6   
Nays:  0    
Absent: 0 
Abstain: 0 
  
Patricia Patano, City Clerk 
Certified to be a true and correct copy 
 

 
____________________________ ________________ 
Patricia Patano, City Clerk  Date 



ADJOURNMENT— 

 

7:11 p.m. 

Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved the meeting be adjourned; seconded by 

Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________ _________________________ 

Don Lyons, Mayor     Date 

 

 

 

____________________________________ __________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 


